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TURABIAN CITATIONS FROM THE   
THEOLOGICAL JOURNAL LIBRARY 
Randy L. Miller 
Graduate Research Assistance Librarian 
434-592-3096                            RLMiller5@liberty.edu 
 
This handout is available at www.tinyurl.com/JFLTJLTURABIAN (Initials are for Jerry Falwell Library - Theological Journal Library – Turabian) 
 
The Theological Journal Library is a great source for conservative evangelical journal articles.  
Unfortunately, it doesn’t provide automatic suggested citations like EBSCO does.  When you find an 
article you’d like to cite, go to the article.  All of the elements needed for citing are shown here. 
 
 
 
Bibliography format 
Sweeney, James P. “Modern and Ancient Controversies over the Virgin Birth of Jesus.” Bibliotheca Sacra 160, no. 
638 (April 2003): 142–58.  
 
(Body of the paper double-spaced with first lines indented.  Bibliography items are single spaced 
with blank lines between and use the “hanging indent” command. Both Times New Roman 12 pt.) 
 
Footnote format 
1 James P. Sweeney, “Modern and Ancient Controversies over the Virgin Birth of Jesus,” Bibliotheca Sacra 160, no. 638 (April 
2003): 148.  
 
(The first line of footnotes are indented. Use the “insert footnote” command in Word. Footnotes 
are 10 point Times New Roman type.  They are also single spaced with a blank line between them.) 
  
The Elements of the Citation 
Author: Sweeney, James P. (Inverted Last Name, First Name for the bibliography, but not for the 
footnote. Ends with a period in the bibliography, a comma in the footnote.) 
Article Title (in quotation marks): “Modern and Ancient Controversies over the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus.” (All “important words” are capitalized as well as the first word after a comma or dash and 
any proper nouns or acronyms. Ends with a period in the bibliography, a comma in the footnote.) 
Journal Title (in italics): Bibliotheca Sacra  
Volume and Issue Number: 160, no. 638 (Some journals don’t use issue numbers.) 
Date (month/season designator and year in parenthesis, no comma): (April 2003) 
Page Numbers: 142-58. (Bibliography includes all inclusive pages.  Here, the article went from 142-
158, but Turabian doesn’t include the number “1” before “58.” If you consistently use one style or 
the other, either 142-158 or 142-58, you likely won’t be marked down.)  
(For the footnote, only include the page(s) you cite or paraphrase.)  In this case: 148. 
 
Determining the page numbers 
The Theological Journal Library just captures the “text” of the articles and is not a photographic 
reproduction of the original journal like most databases use. Even if you download the PDF, this is 
still the case.  You can see I have circled 142 in the picture above as the first page of this article. Go 
to the end of the article to determine the last page (158 in this case). You can see the page numbers 
for the words you quote or paraphrase below the page numbers throughout the article. 
 
 
 
One Cautionary Note 
The Theological Journal Library captures all of the content of journals. So, not every entry in the 
result list is an “article.” There are book reviews, editorial comments, news items, announcements, 
devotional thoughts, letters to the editor, etc.  If you find very short items of only 1 or 2 pages, they 
might include your search terms but are not likely to be considered an “article” by your professor. 
 
The reason the word “Virgin” is highlighted is that this was from a search for the “Virgin Mary.” 
Search terms you used are highlighted in the article.  
